
READING RESPONSES FOR NONFICTION TEXTS

Cite the Claim: Pull out the quotation that most directly states the author’s argument. Has the author convinced you?
Why or why not?

Impressive Intro: Describe what about this particular introduction has grabbed your attention and kept you interested.
You could point to images, narrative techniques, strong language—anything!—but you must be specific.

Captivating Conclusion: How did this particular author leave you wondering? How did they tie up their argument in a
way that really affected you? Describe the parts of the conclusion that really stand out to you and explain what makes
them meaningful.

READING RESPONSES FOR MORE ADVANCED ANALYSIS

Significant Passage: Describe or quote from a passage that you feel is most important to the meaning of the whole
text or a part of the text. Explain what makes this passage especially meaningful to the other parts of the text. Which
words and phrases stand out as particularly important? Why might the author have chosen to include this passage, or
particular words, phrases, and lines from the passage?

Find Foreshadowing: Notice where the author clues you in to what will happen or the topics that will be covered next
in the text. If you haven’t yet read ahead, make a prediction: based on the breadcrumbs the author leaves you, what
will happen next? If you have discovered what happened, trace the author’s masterful creation: how did the author
clue you in to the big reveal all along? Why did the author choose those specific places in the text to give you clues?

Mark the Mood: The mood of a text is what you, the reader, feels while reading it. What is the mood? What is creating
the mood? It could be the plot, setting, details about the characters, dialogue between characters, or even descriptive
details. Explain why you think the author chose to create this particular mood.

Trace the Theme: What larger theme or themes is the author developing throughout the text? What details contribute
to those deeper messages? Are there any places in the text that seem to contradict or conflict with those themes?
Which characters, events, symbols, craft moves, or structures point to the theme?

Track the Tone: Tone is the author’s attitude toward a topic, character, or idea. What is the author’s tone in this text,
and how does the author reveal it? Is it illustrated through events of the plot? Word choice? The structure of a
passage? Choice of details? Your quote should reveal evidence of the tone. Why does the author feel this way?

Locate Meaningful Language: Identify language that stands out to you. This could be significant figurative language,
repeated words or phrases, a certain character’s diction, a pattern you notice in the author’s word choice, or other
language features. Describe the meaning and importance of the language you noticed. Why might the author have
chosen to write in this specific way at this particular point in the text? What deeper meaning does the language
illustrate?
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