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Literacy Night Agenda

Lexiles

We will discuss Lexile 
measures and how 

Mercer Middle School 
teachers incorporate 

literacy into their 
classroom.

iReady

We monitor Lexile and 
literacy progress with 
the i-Ready platform.

Real Raiders 
Read

Accelerated Reader 
Quizzes based on 
grade-level Lexile 

ranges.

Literacy at 
Home

How you can help 
support your scholar’s 

literacy growth at 
home.
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—Barack Obama





What are Lexiles?

01
A Lexile measure is a valuable tool for 
teachers, parents, and students. It serves 
two unique functions: it is the measure of 
how difficult a text is OR a student’s 
reading ability level.

02

The Lexile level will always be shown as a 
number with an “L” after it — for example 
770L = 770 Lexile. The higher the Lexile 
measure, the higher the student’s reading 
level. The highest possible measure is 
2000L. Anything below 5L is assessed as a 
BR or Beginning Reader.

03

Lexile levels are scientifically and 
mathematically assigned based on the 
difficulty and readability of a book. Once 
you know your child’s Lexile level, you can 
search for books that match this level to 
expand your home library and encourage 
daily reading practice in your own home



WHAT DOES 
LEXILE MEASURE?
Indicates the level of book that a 
student can read with 75% 
comprehension.

Offers a certain amount of comfort 
while still providing challenge
This is their “Instructional” level- a 
level that is not too difficult, but will 
challenge them appropriately.



How are Lexiles Calculated?

Semantic Difficulty
Word Frequency (Count word 

frequency, word difficulty)

Syntactic Complexity
Sentence Length (Complexity 

of sentence structure)





i-Ready is an online program for reading and/or mathematics 
that will help your child’s teachers determine your child’s 
needs, personalize their learning, and monitor progress 

throughout the school year. 

i-Ready allows your teacher(s) to meet your child exactly 
where they are and provides data to increase your child’s 

learning gains. i-Ready consists of two parts: Diagnostic and 
Instruction.



How do we monitor progress?

i-Ready 
Diagnostics

An adaptive assessment that 
adjusts its questions to suit your 

student’s needs to determine 
how best to support your 

student’s learning.

i-Ready 
Pathway

Use insights from the 
assessment to understand 

exactly where and why 
students need support. 

Reteach the standard (when 
necessary) until mastery is 

achieved

i-Ready Standards 
Mastery

Provides students with lessons 
based on their individual skill 

level and needs, so your student 
can learn at a pace that is just 

right for them. 

i-Ready Growth 
Monitoring

feature that enables 
teachers to evaluate 

progress (up to monthly) 
using short (15-minute) 
adaptive assessments 



Student Diagnostic Report



Quarterly i-Ready Challenge

01
Instructional Focus Block
Students work on their pathway 
assignments and required to achieve 45 
mins of time-on-task for both reading 
and math per week

02
Math and ELA Classes
Students work on grade-level teacher-
assigned lessons, standards mastery 
and growth-monitoring assessments.

03
i-Ready Challenge
Homeroom classes can win prizes and 
events for i-Ready by meeting time-on-
task and passing lessons.





Choose any book in the 
media center in the grade-
level Lexile Range

Complete the book and head 
to the Media Center, with 
your teacher’s permission, to 
take the Accelerated Reader 
Quizzes.

Earn points for every 
Accelerated Reader quiz and 
win prizes!



Scholastic Book 
Fair

MMS Learning 
Commons

September 19 – 30, 2022



Readers are Leaders!

Our “Readers are Leaders” 
initiative provides students with 

FREE books to take home to build 
their own personal libraries. Our 

first book giveaway occurred 
September 1, 2022 with more 

giveaways coming soon!

Please visit our community 
partners Live Oak Public 

Libraries, who have a table set up 
in the cafeteria, to learn more 

about Lexiles and how to support 
your scholar’s literacy growth.

Live Oak Public 
Libraries





How can you support 
your scholar at 
home?

01
Encourage reading often
Research suggests that 
scholars should be reading 
an average of 20 minutes a 
night.

02
Model the behavior
Read in front of your scholar as 
often as possible. E.g. magazines, 
newspapers, novels, etc.  What 
you see, is what you will be!

03
Parent Engagement
Continue to take an active 
role in your scholar’s 
education.



Please contact the Academic Coaches if you have any further questions!

Meghan Humphrey - meghan.humphrey@sccpss.com
Kim Calabro - kim.calabro@sccpss.com



FAMILY & COMMUNITY RELATIONS SPECIALIST

What we offer at the Fabulous 
Mercer Middle School

MR. GREENE



•Parent Access is a program in which parents/guardians can 
access their child’s grades, attendance, missing assignments, 
lunch balances, etc.

•Please contact Ms. Parrish or Mr. Greene if you need your 
username and password to access PowerSchool Parent 
Access.



When a student is referred to the Attendance Team due to excessive 
absences, the Attendance Team contacts the parent/s to address the issue.

If parent contact is unsuccessful, a Social Worker referral is written. 
The Attendance Team meets weekly.

The members of the Attendance Team is comprised of:
The School Counselor- Ms. Crawford

The School Nurse-Mrs. King
The Information Specialist-Ms. Parrish

The School Social Worker-Ms. Jamison-Cheeks
The Family and Community Relations Specialist-Mr. Greene

Attendance Team



Operation Beacon Volunteer Program
The Operation Beacon Volunteer Program is a program in which 
family and community members can volunteer services such as 
chaperoning field trips, serving as translators, and assisting with 

school events.

To qualify, a prospective applicant must pass a background check.

If interested, please visit the SCCPSS website and you will find the 
Operation Beacon link at the bottom of the header page, which 

includes the application link. 



(912) 395-6700 Ext. 70223
mark.greene@sccpss.com


