
WRITING READING RESPONSES

When we respond to the books we read, we follow four simple steps:

1. Say something original about the text.

2. Choose a reading response category.

3. Use and cite at least one quotation.

4. Write 5 sentences or more.

MENU OF READING RESPONSE CATEGORIES
Select one of the following categories to use in your reading response to your independent or book club
reading.

READING RESPONSES FOR ESSENTIAL UNDERSTANDINGS IN LITERARY TEXTS

Ask a Question: Your question can be about a part of the text that you don’t understand, or it can be about a larger
idea that the text made you wonder about (e.g. life, literature, etc.). Your question must be specific, you must still
quote from the text, and you must still write five sentences. You can do this by explaining your question or even by
trying to answer it yourself.

Connect to the Text: Great texts remind us of other experiences, like other stories we’ve read, movies we’ve seen, or
events we’ve experienced ourselves. Describe the connection you’ve noticed, and explain what is similar between the
pairing.

Spot the Setting: Setting is not simply where and when a story takes place, but it is also the general spirit of a
particular time and place. Highlight a place in the text where the setting is particularly strong. What does it tell you
about the particular place, time, and community? What mood does it convey? Are there specific parts of the setting
that stand out as symbols? Who could thrive and who could fail in this specific setting? Be sure to highlight the
descriptive words and images that make this setting especially important.

Character Description: Explain what makes this particular character description important to the story. This can be a
description of what the character says, does, thinks or feels, how the character looks, or the way other characters treat
them. Explain what the description reveals about the character on a deeper level. Why might the author have chosen
to represent the character in such a way?

Mind the Motivation: All characters have motives or desires that drive a story forward. Some characters have multiple
motivations and even motivations that conflict with each other. Explain what motivates the character(s) and how the
motivations influence other characters and the events of the story.

Capture the Conflict: What is the main problem that the character or characters seem to be facing and what is causing
it? Explain how the problem is deeper than it seems or how it is linked to a character’s internal struggles.

Identify the Climax: Describe the part in the story that is the biggest turning point for the main character(s). What
makes this event so significant, and how does it cause the plot to resolve?
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